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headquarters at Schoenbrunn, where he planned his operations for compelling the corps of Prince Charles to retire to Hungary, and also for advancing his own forces to meet the Russians. Murat and Lannes always commanded the advanced guard during the forced marches ordered by Napoleon, which were executed in a way truly miraculous.
To keep up the appearance of wishing to conclude peace as soon as reasonable propositions should be made to him, Napoleon sent for his Minister for Foreign Affairs, who speedily arrived at Vienna, and General Savary was sent on a mission to the Emperor Alexander. The details of this mission I have learned only from the account of it given by the Due do Ilovigo in his apologetic Memoirs. In spite of the Duke's eagerness to induce a belief in Napoleon's pacific disposition, the very facts on which he supports his argument lead to the. contrary conclusion. Napoleon wished to dictate his conditions before the issue of a battle the success of which might appear doubtful to the young Emperor of "Russia, and these conditions were such as he might impose \vlieu victory should be declared in favor of our eagles. It. must be clear to every reflecting person that by always proposing what he knew could not be honorably acceded to, he kept up the appearance of being a pacificator, while* at the same tiiu<3 he insured to himself the pleasure of carrying on the war.d to the remainder of the French army a sure and easy entrance to Vienna, but, without being aware of it, he created an insurmountable impediment to the junction of the .Russian army with the Austrian corps, commanded by Prince Charles, who, being- pressed by Massena, hastily advanced into the heart of the Hereditary States, where he fully expected a groat battle would take place.1
